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" According to the received modes of education, the master
goes first, the pupil follows. According to the method recom
mended, it is probable that the pupil should go first and the
master follow. If I learn nothing but what I desire to learn,
what should hinder me from being my own preceptor ? The
first object of a system of instruction is to give the pupil a
motive to learn. We have seen how far the established sys-
tems fail in this office. The second object is to smooth the
difficulties which present themselves in the acquisition of knowl-
edge." The method appropriate to this has thus previously
been described: " The most desirable mode of education, there-
fore, in all instances where it shall be found sufficiently practi-
cable, is that which is careful that all the acquisitions of the
pupil shall be preceded and accompanied by desire. The best
motive to learn is a perception of the value of the thing
learned. The worst motive, without deciding whether or not
it be necessary to have recourse to it, may well be affirmed to
be constraint and fear."
The Work of Basedow, Salzmann, and Campe in Germany
was the immediate outgrowth of Rousseau's influence, and
represents the first positive formulation in practice of those
revolutionary ideas given only a negative form by Rousseau.
But with these, as later with Pestalozzi and others, much of
the positive formulation was subject to the same criticism
that held in the case of the original statement of Rousseau.
Johann Bernard Basedow (1723-1790) gave in his early
career and in his irregular course as a student evidence of his
erratic though talented nature and of his unstable character.
Becoming professor of philosophy in a Danish Academy (1753)
he was later transferred (1763), and, though yet salaried by the
government, was soon compelled to give up all teaching on
account of his unorthodox views. From 1763 he deluged
Germany for many years with a succession of publications, and
by his persistency succeeded in making his influence felt in
spite of violent opposition on the part of all the traditional
orthodox forces. For the first few years he was chiefly in-
terested in reform in philosophical and religious teaching-
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